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     Convener: Colin Mackenzie

ALCOHOL AND OTHER DRUG ISSUES AND ETHNIC MINORITY COMMUNITIES

Interim Report

The aim of this work is to develop within the Aberdeenshire Alcohol & Drug Partnership (ADP) strategy a provision which will meet the needs of the Ethnic Minority Community (EMC).

OBJECTIVES
· To engage with Ethnic Minorities and identify any gaps in provision and areas of identified need

· To liaise with partnership agencies to identify better communication and links with the ADP

· To present findings and recommendations to the ADP  Partnership

· To negotiate activity to achieve recommendations as agreed with the ADP Support Team

ACTIVITIES
· Engaged with the EMC directly to find out what issues they face regarding drugs and alcohol.

· Communicated with the intermediary organisations – Grampian Racial Equality Council (GREC), Multiethnic Aberdeen Ltd (MEAL) and International Centre (IC) – to find out what their priorities are in relation to alcohol and drugs.

· Liaised with existing Substance Misuse Services and individuals to find out issues which relate to the EMC and determine what barriers there are for EMC accessing these services.

· Provided clear and concise information to increase awareness amongst the EMC on alcohol and drugs and disseminated this information to places which EMC are known to access.

· Packs to be ready for Health Improvement Assistants (HIAs) to use in delivering future alcohol and drugs education to EMC.  A list of places for this to be distributed will be provided.

· Presentation to be designed and used in delivering awareness of alcohol and drugs education to parents from EMC.

· Resources identified to meet the needs of Gypsy Traveller young people.  This resource will be used by the Gypsy Traveller Education Project.

· Explored the cultural differences which may effect alcohol and drug misuse.

· Designed a questionnaire which will be filled in by the EMC which will provide hard evidence and guide further planning and delivery of activity.

OUTCOMES

· The EMC will have increased awareness of the effects that alcohol and other drugs have on health, families, recreation and communities.

· The EMC will be aware of the alcohol and drug services available and know how to access them.

· The EMC will be able to support their children when faced with alcohol and drug issues.

CHALLENGES

 Although a questionnaire was distributed to the EMC, it is obvious from talking to the different groups that consultation is becoming an ongoing process and in their view, few changes are happening as a result.  Consultations seem to be done now by means of a tick-box procedure with no planning for future long-term consultations with partner agencies.  If consultations are done, ‘because they have to’ it leaves little room for vital consultation which can lead to change.

There are no links between the Aberdeenshire ADP and the intermediary EMC organisations and the other partner agencies who are working in the equality arena.  The ADP may need to be more pro-active in promoting its work, seek simpler ways of explaining its structure, and identify other ways of involving the partner agencies.  It should be recognised that to some of the EMC agencies, drugs and alcohol are low down in their priorities of work.
CASE STUDY
I met with a lady from Lithuania who lived in Fraserburgh; she told me that she was concerned for her safety in the block of flats where she was living.  She had two young children and often when she was going home after picking her children up from school, often their would be people standing on the stairwell which made her feel uncomfortable. She has been aware of needles along with other rubbish being seen on the ground in close proximity to those loitering in the stairwell.  At night time, there were problems with anti-social behaviour and she expressed that she was scared because of her lack of knowledge of drugs.  She was especially concerned for her children’s safety and also did not want her children to be involved with this group of young people.  She welcomed the idea that there should be some drug awareness class for parents who were from Eastern Europe and felt other parents would feel the same way.

 FURTHER ACTIVITIES AND RECOMMENDATIONS
· Service providers are not offering equal opportunity to the Ethnic Minority Communities.  There is little evidence of translation or interpretation on offer and often the EMC are unaware of the services available.  Funding is needed to provide translation and interpretation services.

· Promotion and awareness raising of the legal issues around alcohol and driving.

· Promotion and awareness of the link with alcohol and domestic violence and the cultural difference which are apparent around the Eastern European countries.

· Ongoing education and awareness around the effects of alcohol and drugs to parents.

· Improve links between the ADP and the partnership agencies to ensure resources are pooled and used to the benefit of the EMC and for service providers.
SUMMARY

There are clear directions from the work which has been carried out so far and after the results from the questionnaires there may be evidence to influence further direction.  The main focus should be on awareness raising of the effects of drugs and alcohol and also awareness raising of the different services on offer.

With improved partnership working, there should be a clear route and structure to working with EMC on all issues of drugs and alcohol.

Work still to be carried out by 03/07/09 – collate information from the questionnaires and to investigate increased partnership working with Equality practitioners.

Alison McLaughlin

Health Improvement Assistant
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